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Training Direct Service Professionals to Use Evidence Based Practices
Autistic learners and others with developmental disabilities benefit from the incorporation of
effective teaching and behavior support where they work, live, and enjoy themselves in their
communities. Professional development for direct service professionals in using Evidence
Based Practices is now available through the FDLRC CAPTAIN. Service providers learn about
the characteristics of autism and the importance of using effective strategies to support
individuals in socialization, communication, self-care, and participating in their communities.
Interested direct service professionals can also participate in more in-depth trainings in using
visual supports to promote independence and the use of prompting to teach new skills.
Training materials based on AFIRM (Autism Focused Intervention Resources and Modules)
and modified for use with adults review the research evidence for specific approaches, and
teach step-by-step implementation, and data-based methods to evaluate success in using
the techniques. Direct service professionals benefit through increased job satisfaction and job
advancement by learning meaningful skills to better support individuals with developmental
disabilities in their daily lives.
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