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Honorable Antonio Portan no
California State Senate, 25th District
State Capitol, Room 3086
Sacramento, California 95814

RE: SB 805 – Support

Dear Senator Portan no, 

Lanterman Regional Center’ s Board of Directors has authorized me to write this leter of support of SB 805.  Frank

D. Lanterman Regional Center ( FDLRC) is one of 21 regional centers that serve individuals with intellectual and

developmental disabili es, including individuals with au sm.  FDLRC serves over 12,100 individuals and their

families residing in the ci es of Pasadena, Burbank, Glendale and the central Los Angeles city area.  For over 25 years

FDLRC has provided both behavioral and developmental services to the families we serve.  Families are offered a

choice, so that they can select the approach that is best suited for their child and family.  We fund developmental

services up to 21 years of age and have seen individuals make excellent progress and with high levels of sa sfac on

from families. We strongly endorse the idea that families should have a choice in the type of behavioral health

treatment used for their child.  

FDLRC supports SB 805, which will allow insurance companies to provide all forms of evidence- based behavioral

health treatment for au sm. Current legisla on limits insurance to funding only one form of behavioral health

treatment, namely Applied Behavioral Analysis (“ ABA”). Individuals with au sm are unique and each needs access

to the form of behavioral health treatment best suited to their needs. It is important that all children receive

individualized care. SB 805 would ensure that only evidence- based treatments are used, and that they are prescribed

and supervised by licensed providers. . It will also be important to ensure those providers are prope rly trained, which

can be addressed, with stakeholder input, in the future. Thank you for sponsoring this important legisla on so

families may receive the specific services their loved one needs.  

Respec ully. 

Melinda Sullivan
Execu ve Director
Msullivan@lanterman. org




































