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Hidden Curriculum: Practical Solutions for Understanding Rules in Social Situations – 
Brenda Smith Myles, PhD, Wednesday Keynote

The Hidden Curriculum refers to the set of rules or guidelines that are often not directly taught but 
are assumed to be known.  This curriculum contains items that impact social interactions, school 
performance, and sometimes health and well-being. The curriculum also includes unspoken 
rules, slang, metaphors, body language, etc.  The Hidden Curriculum is intuitive for neurotypical 
individuals but needs to be taught to those with autism or other special needs. This session 
includes practical tips for teaching these hidden social needs to children and to adults and stresses 
the importance of making these a part of everyday life.

Brenda Smith Myles PhD, is one of the leading autism researchers and educators.  She has made over 500 presentations 
all over the world and written more than 150 articles and books on ASD including: The Hidden Curriculum and Asperger 
Syndrome and Difficult Moments.  She served as the co-chair of the National ASD Teacher Standards Committee, and 
has received many honors and awards for her research and service.

Pretending to be Normal:  Living with Asperger’s Syndrome – Liane Holliday Willey, EdD, 
Thursday Keynote

Liane’s frank autobiographical story of life with Asperger syndrome before Hans Asperger’s 
research became well known and understood.  Her experiences and her caregivers intuitive 
assistance are shared in this talk.

Professor Liane Holliday Willey, who holds a doctorate in psycholinguistics, was diagnosed with 
Asperger syndrome when she was 35 years old.  Since her diagnosis Liane has focused her research 
on female Aspies and language skills for people with Asperger syndrome.  Liane is the author of the 

international best selling books Pretending to be Normal, Asperger Syndrome in Adolescence, and Asperger Syndrome in 
the Family, and a new book Safety Skills for Asperger Women.

Brain Development in Autism – Martha Herbert, MD, PhD, Friday Keynote
Dr. Herbert will summarize the major abnormalities that have been reported in the brains of 
children with autism, discuss how those abnormalities may relate to the symptoms of autism, and 
explain some brain tests.  She will discuss science suggesting that the brain may be able to recover 
from damage and abnormal development, may respond to treatment and may recover from 
autism.

Martha Herbert, MD, PhD, is an assistant professor of neurology at Harvard Medical School, and a 
pediatric neurologist at Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, where she directs the TRANSCEND 

Research Program.  She is a leading expert on brain development and brain imaging in autism.  Her research is focused 
on how to use advanced brain imaging to better understand the problems in autism, how they develop in infants and 
how to treat them.  She serves on the Scientific Advisory Committee of Autism Speaks.
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Wednesday, February 22nd
8:30 a.m. – Hidden Curriculum: 
Practical Solutions for 
Understanding Rules in Social 
Situations – Brenda Smith Myles, 
PhD
10:45 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Breakout Sessions  
(Choose any talks from 3 parallel tracks)

Education Track with Brenda 
Smith Myles
•	 Tantrums and Rage in Individuals 

with ASD
•	 Comprehensive Autism Planning 

System (CAPS) An Instructional 
Program for Students

•	 CAPS II

Sensory Integration Track with Sue 
Golubock, MEd,OTR/L
•	 Differences in Sensory Processing: 

Differences in Perceptions
•	 Finding Balance in Life Via a Sensory 

Diet
•	 Tapping Into Sensory Strengths: You 

Can Make a Difference

Family Track
•	 How to Have a Happy Home: An 

Inspirational Journey 
•	 Making Outings and Adventures More 

Successful
•	 The World According to Cory 
•	 Peer Practice Vs. Social Skills Groups
•	 Keeping Families Strong Through 

Difficult Times

5:15-6:00 p.m. Plenary Talk -  Will My 
Health Insurance Cover ABA, OT & 
Speech  Services? Melissa A. Remer, Esq.

Thursday, February 23rd   

8:30 a.m. – Pretending to be 
Normal:  Living with Asperger’s 
Syndrome – Liane Holliday 
Willey, EdD                                                                                  
                                                                   
10:45 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Breakout Sessions  
(Choose any talks from 3 parallel tracks)

Asperger Track with Liane 
Holliday Willey, EdD
•	 Asperger Syndrome Language and 

Cognition
•	 Staying Safe and Emotionally Well 

with Asperger’s Syndrome
•	 Asperger’s Syndrome in the 

Adolescent Years                                         

Education Track
•	 Visual Thinking and Social Thinking 

Techniques 
•	 Independent Reading Skills for 

Individuals with ASD
•	 Helping Children with Challenging 

Behaviors
•	 How I Would Liked to Have Been 

Taught
•	 Transitioning from Childhood to 

Adulthood                                              

Speech Track
•	 Using the iPad for Autism 
•	 Video Modeling Techniques to Teach 

Children with Autism
•	 Words Aren’t Enough; What to do 

When Your Child Isn’t Talking    

5:15 - 6:30 p.m. Plenary Talk - GFCF 
Cooking Demo, Lisa Ackerman, 
Founder of TACA                    

              

Full schedule available online at www.autismconferencesofamerica.com.

Please note that speakers and topics were confirmed at the time of publishing, however, circumstances beyond the control of ACOA may necessitate substitutions, alterations or 
cancellations of the speakers and/or topics. Any substitutions or alterations will be updated on our web page as soon as possible.

Friday, February 24th
8:30 a.m. – Brain Development 
in Autism – Martha Herbert, MD, 
PhD
                                                             
10:45 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Breakout Sessions  
(Choose any talks from 3 parallel tracks)

Neurodevelopment Track
•	 The Brain-Body Connection and 

Autism-Martha Herbert, MD, PhD
•	 Brain Training- Dr. Michael Eaton
•	 Brain Based Individual Evaluation 

and Therapeutic Success-                    
Dr . Michael Linden

•	 Neurotransmitters in Autism-      
James B. Adams, PhD

•	 Reducing the Risk of Developing 
Autism- James B. Adams, PhD

Social Track
•	 Social Cognition - Much More Than 

Social Skills
•	 The Art of Making Friends
•	 Stress Energy Management for 

Professionals and Caregivers                                                                                   

Teen/Adult Track
•	 The Autistic Experience
•	 Key Ages & Stages of Financial 

Planning
•	 Community-based Social Behavior 

Programing
•	 Teen/Adult Panel- Hear from the Real 

Experts

12:30 - 1:15 p.m. - Special Lunchtime 
Session - Waiting for Wyatt: A Mother’s 
Journey through Autism to Empower-
ment,  Nancy Alspaugh-Jackson, ACT 
Today!
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Conference Location
  
Sheraton Park Hotel at the Anaheim Resort 
1855 South Harbor Boulevard, Anaheim, CA 92802 
(Walking Distance to Disneyland Park)

Directions
http://www.sheratonparkanaheim.com/directions

Registration Information
Registration starts at 7:30 a.m. each day of the 
conference with coffee and juice.   
Lunch is on your own.

Parking
Event self parking $10/day (no overnight)

Hotels
Sheraton Park Hotel at the Anaheim Resort 
$149/night*  (866) 837-4197 
1855 South Harbor Boulevard, Anaheim, CA 92802
(Walking Distance to Disneyland Park) 
www.sheratonparkanaheim.com
*Must mention Autism/Asperger’s Conference to get preferred rate. Book 
Hotel Accommodations by January 22, 2012.

Please check hotel website for overnight parking rates.

Portofino inn & Suites $89/night*  (800) 398-3963
1831 South Harbor Boulevard, Anaheim, CA 92802 
(Next to the Sheraton & Walking Distance to 
Disneyland Park)
www.portofinoinnanaheim.com
Complimentary Parking and Internet

*Must mention Autism/Asperger’s Conference to get preferred rate. Book 
Hotel Accommodations by February 1,  2012.

Organized By
Autism Conferences of America

Questions
Call us at (562) 804-5516 or (480) 831-2047 (live) or 
e-mail us at autismconferences@gmail.com (preferred).

Conference website
www.autismconferencesofamerica.com

Continuing Education Units (CEUs)
CEUs for professional development are available for the 
following professionals (up to 7 contact hours/day).

(SLPs) Speech Language Pathologist and 
Audiologist  
CA SLP-Audiologist Board PDP #230

Nursing 
CA Board of Registered Nursing PDP #15094

MFT- Marriage and Family Therapists and LCSW - 
Licensed Clinical Social Workers  
CA Board of Behavioral Sciences PCE #4429

Note: License Number required by State of 
California on daily sign in sheets for issuance of 
CEUs.

Certificate of Attendances: Professional available for 
Teachers, OTs, and all other professionals.  

*Must be paid and registered as a professional.

Certificates of Attendance
Certificates of Attendance are available at the end of 
each day for parents, Para/Hab/Students and people 
with ASD (up to 7 contact hours/day).

Conference Details 
6th Annual “All Ages & Abilities” Autism/Asperger’s Conference • February 22, 23, & 24, 2012

Follow us on Facebook



Registration Form
6th Annual “All Ages & Abilities” Autism/Asperger’s Conference • February 22, 23, & 24, 2012

____________________________________________________________________________________________________                Please Circle: 
Name (First, Last)                                         Category (Professionals, please indicate Occupation)          WE    TH    FR   3day  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address                   City      State  Zip

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Attendee E-mail  (for Newsletters and e-mail confirmation, if registered by Feb. 20th)        Daytime Phone  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________                Please Circle: 
Name (First, Last)                                         Category (Professionals, please indicate Occupation)           WE    TH    FR   3day  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address                   City      State  Zip

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Attendee E-mail  (for Newsletters and e-mail confirmation, if registered by Feb. 20th)        Daytime Phone  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
        E-mail                        Daytime Phone

* For Parapro/Hab Rate, include letter from agency stating you work with clients with autism and your salary is below $20/hour. Register only by mail/fax.
* For Student Rate, include copy of your transcript showing that you are taking 12 or more credits.  Register only by mail/fax.
* If regional center is paying your registration, register by mail/fax.

Method of Payment
 Check # _____________________
 (Payable to Autism Conferences of   
 America, LLC)

 Purchase Order *  (Copy  must  
 accompany this registration form.) 

 I am paying $__________ on my:
  VISA   Mastercard 

_______________________________
Cardholder Name
_______________________________
Credit Card Number
_________________    ____________
Exp. Date                Security Code
_______________________________
Signature
_______________________________
Billing Address, if different

Early Bird Registration:  Registered and paid	by	February	06,	2012	•	Regular	Registration:	after	February	06,	2012	

Register Online: www.autismconferencesofamerica.com (preferred) or mail/fax in the form below.

Register Online: 
www.autismconferencesofamerica.com

Mail to: Autism Conferences of America, LLC
1340 E. Vinedo Lane, Tempe, AZ  85284

Fax to:  (562) 804-5516 (CA) or  
(480) 272-9693

Questions:  Call us at (562) 804-5516 (CA) 
or (480) 831-2047 (live) or e-mail us at 
autismconferences@gmail.com (preferred)

Exhibitors & Advertisements:   
Call (562) 804-8790, fax (562) 804-8790 or e-mail 
exhibitors@autism-conferences.com.  Limited 
exhibitor space is available.  Advertising is 
available in our conference syllabus.  

✔ Financial aid available for families with income under $50,000/year.  For more information call us at 
(480) 831-2047 or email us at autismconferences@gmail.com by Monday, February 13, 2012 to ensure availability.

Our Regional Center Vendor # ZM0018
If Regional Center is paying for your registration, add the following:

Client’s Name Last: ________________________ First: ____________________  

RC Client # _______________  Name of Regional Center___________________ 

Name of Case Manager __________________________________
(Please include this registration form with all PO’s from regional centers and register by 
mail/fax and have a copy of the PO’s upon request at the conference site.)

Referred By:
Were you referred by a friend?  If so, please give us their name and contact information to enter them in a drawing 
for a free registration at a future conference.  See www.autismconferencesofamerica.com for more details.

*Must be paid by Feb. 6, 2012  for early-bird rate.

Category
1 Full Day Any 2 Days 3 Full Days Please Circle Amount

Early Regular Early Regular Early Regular
Professional $135 $145 $225 $245 $295 $315 WE   TH   FR    3day
1st Parent/Family Member $100 $110 $175 $195 $230 $250 WE   TH   FR    3day
2nd Parent/Family Member $85 $95 $145 $165 $200 $210 WE   TH   FR    3day
Parapro/Hab/Student* $70* $80* $120* $140* $170* $190* WE   TH   FR    3day *
People with Autism/Asperger’s $20 $25 $30 $40 $50 $60 WE   TH   FR    3day
Refunds: 75% prior to February 20; no refunds after February 20                                         Conference Total:



What attendees are saying about Autism 
Conferences of America... 

“I can’t wait to go to your next conference!” Parent, California

“Laura Nagle was the most interesting and most inspirational speaker 
by far.“ E. Cohen, California

“I gathered many resources from the conference and really enjoyed and 
learned from the medical track.” L. Gospe,  Australia

“Was an outstanding conference with lots of useful information and 
tips that we can do at school” Teacher, California 

Refer a friend and be entered to win! 
For EACH referral who registers and attends this conference, your name will 
be entered  in a random drawing to win FREE registration towards the next 
conference! Like our Facebook page and double your chances to win.

Tax-deductible!
Note that conference registration counts as a tax-deductible medical 
expense for parents per IRS rules, and as a tax-deductible business 
expense for professionals.

When you walk away from 
the conference you will 
have learned: 

•	 Hidden Curriculum skills that 
needs to be taught to people with 
autism.

•	 Practical tips on how to reduce 
tantrums and meltdowns.

•	 How to evaluate sensory 
challenges using sensory 
techniques to reduce sensory 
issues as presented by Sue 
Golubock, MEd, OTR/L , adult with 
autism.

•	 How to get autism service 
coverage from your insurance 
plan.

•	 How to think like an aspie: How to 
better understand their language, 
cognition, and emotional 
challenges.

•	 Great GFCF cooking tips.

•	 How to effectively use your iPad 
for Autism.

•	 How brain development is 
different in autism and how it 
affects brain function.

•	 The latest risk factors for autism 
and how to reduce the risk of 
developing autism.

Follow us on Facebook
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Autism Conferences of America
1340 E. Vinedo Lane

Tempe, AZ  85284
www.autismconferencesofamerica.com

February 22, 23 & 24, 2012 • Sheraton Park Hotel at the Anaheim Resort

For Parents, Teachers, SLPs, Other Professionals and Individuals on the Spectrum

6th Annual “All Ages & Abilities” Autism/Asperger’s Conference
The Most Comprehensive Autism Conference Series in Southern California

Learn many practical ideas and strategies to 
help your child/student/client with autism!

Register for all 3 days for best discount!

Organized by:

In Collaboration With:

Autism Research Institute
ASU Autism/Asperger’s Research Program
Autism	Speaks	•	Autism	in	Long	Beach
ACT	Today!	•	CARD	•	LAUSD	•	TACA

Greater Long Beach/San Gabriel Valley Autism Society 
OC Asperger’s Support Group


